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From the Desk:

Members of the 1st US:
As promised, it’s been a slow summer with the Texas
Frontier Fort Days at the Fort Worth Stockyards in May
and an extra-light marching order drill in Farmer’s Branch
in June. As we rest in July and gather at the Gates
residence for the August Social, it’s time to plan for the
best part of the year for wearing wool – fall and winter!
The Board has selected the weekend of September (11-12)
placeholder for an event and is exploring several options
including nearby reenactments, and (of course) drill.
As for the October event, we will be joining the boys in
Oklahoma at Fort Sill for the Frontier Army event. The
dates are 15th – 17th, the 15th being a School Day. If you
have the time to assist I know they would love to have
you. Most of us will arrive Friday night or early Saturday.
It looks like we may have the possibility to do some live
firing on Sunday as well. Sounds like a great time. Stay
tuned for updates.
For those willing to make another long trip, the Pilot Knob
reenactment (September 24-26) is an optional opportunity
to play at Fort Davidson in eastern Missouri. Please
contact 1st Sgt. Rudy if you plan to go. If you’re travel
constrained, save your kitchen passes and frequent flyer
miles for the remaining Maximum Effort events for 2010
– the Twin Rivers Campaign in Tennessee (November 1214) and Prairie Grove (December 3-5). Both of these
promise to be outstanding events in terms of scenario and
turnout. These will be our last opportunities to kick our
impression and performance into high gear as we launch
into the 150th cycle next year.
I have been very pleased to hear from and see a few old
hands and welcome some new recruits over the last few
weeks. Please remember to reach out to old friends and
talk up the hobby to folks who might just be crazy enough
to join us. It’s also not too soon to start thinking about
stepping up and running for office. Elections are here
again in February and a nominating committee will be
formed in the coming months. As always, we’ll need men
for the committee and candidates to step forward.

Enjoy the remainder of your summer and get ready for an
exciting close to the year!
I remain YMOS,
Capt. B. Thomas, USA

1st U.S. Calendar
2010
August
28th 1st US Social (6pm Don Gates Home)
September
11th Event TBD
October
16th – 17th Fort Sill Frontier Army Weekend

November
12th – 14th Twin Rivers Campaign, Memphis TN

December
4th – 5th Prairie Grove Arkansas
August, 2011
12th - 14th Wilson’s Creek (150th)
Note: Bold are scheduled maximum effort events.
Italicized dates are available events or recruiting
activities.**See website for full event calendar**

1st US Social 6:00pm, Saturday,
August 28th

Fort Sill, Oklahoma Frontier Army
Days, October 15th – 17th
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!

Don Gates will be hosting this year’s 1st US
Social. Hope you all can make it. We will have
burgers, hot dogs and some smoked brisket.
Please bring sides, deserts and any entree you
want. Also we will have a cooler of beer and feel
free to BYOB.
Directions to 1205 Balboa Circle:
From Interstate 635; go north on US 75; exit
George Bush Freeway west; immediately exit to
Custer Parkway; take Custer north(approx 1
mile) to Carmel Rd; turn right and take second
left to Balboa Circle; second house on the left.
Please RSVP ASAP if you plan on attending.
d_gates@verizon.net
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The 1st will be joining the 2nd CO, 10th KS ,
24th MO and 77th. School day on Friday, Oct
15. Oct 16, Saturday is a full day of living
history, with Infantry School of the Soldier
and company drill throughout the day. There
will be artillery demos, and right now have a
cavalry unit (post Civil War) coming as well.
(not dismounted, they actually have horses!)
Right now, they are working on the details
for a possible live fire event on Sunday the
17th. There will be more details to follow
once the date gets closer.

Recruiting Volunteer Needed!!!!!!
At the last NTRS Board Meeting it was discussed that we
need to have a focused recruiting person to help manage
new members joining the hobby. We have had this
position in the past and it seems to fade from time to time.
With interests being generated for the 150th cycle this a
good time to focus on recruiting. Pvt. Robert Mathis has
volunteered to help in this cause; however he has
requested someone to assist him in this very important
endeavourer. If you are willing to throw your forge cap
into the ring please contact 1st Sgt. Blair Rudy.
brsuv1@verizon.net
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SAVE SEPTEMBER 11TH
The 1st US will gather on September 11th;
we are looking at a local event that we
will incorporate drill to get us ready for
the fall event. More details will follow
very soon.

Grant Takes Fort Donelson
or

The History Behind The Twin
Rivers Reenactment
November 11th – 14th, 2010

HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD,
Camp near Fort Donelson, February 16, 1862.
SIR: Yours of this date, proposing
armistice and appointment of
commissioners to settle terms of
capitulation, is just received. No terms
except unconditional and immediate
surrender can be accepted. I propose to
move immediately upon your works.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
U.S. GRANT,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
General S. B. BUCKNER, Confederate Army.

On February 11, 1862, leaving one brigade, under the
command of General Lew Wallace to hold Fort Henry and
sending several regiments around by water, Grant’s army
began its march across the twelve miles to Fort Donelson.
McClernand’s Division arrived at Fort Donelson on
February 12 and began surrounding the fort. Later that
same day McClernand moved to the east side of the work
while Smith’s Division came up and occupied the heights
along the west side of Fort Donelson.
On February 13, both division commanders ordered
attacks against the Confederate works without success.
During Grant’s advance from Fort Henry, Fort Donelson
had been reinforced, bringing its garrison to 15,000 to
17,000. Facing an army roughly the same size, Grant
brought Wallace’s brigade forward. That night the
temperature began to drop. A heavy rain that soaked both
armies was followed by a snowstorm that lasted all night.
Morning revealed two inches of snow on the ground and
temperatures well below freezing.
Using the regiments sent around by water, Grant
organized another division under General Lew Wallace

and placed them in the center of the Union lines. By
February 14, Grant’s army had grown to 27,000 men and
Fort Donelson was surrounded on the land side.
Hoping they would be as successful as they were at Fort
Henry, on February 14, Flag Officer Foote’s fleet of four
ironclad and two timberclads attacked Fort Donelson.
This fort was built on much higher ground than Fort Henry
and the Federal gunboat attack was unsuccessful. As the
gunboats came closer to the fort, the Union gunners had to
elevate their gun muzzles. At the same time it was easier
for the defending Confederates to shoot down on them.
The result was that the nearer the boats got, the more the
Union aim deteriorated while the Confederate aim
improved. In the ensuing action, Flag Officer Foote was
wounded and the gunboat attack failed. The hills
surrounding Fort Donelson echoed with Confederate
shouts of victory.
General Johnston had sent the Confederates to Fort
Donelson to delay General Grant and to cover his
withdrawal from Bowling Green. They had additional
instructions to then evacuate the army from the fort and
join General Johnston in Nashville. The Confederate
forces occupied two-and-one-half miles of outer
earthworks. Simon Buckner was in command of the
Confederate right with Bushrod Johnson in command of
the left. John B. Floyd took command on February 13
from Gideon Pillow who had been in overall command
until the arrival of the former. The Confederate generals
agreed the time had come to act.
At daybreak on February 15, Pillow’s Division hit the
Union right, under General John McClernand, hard. This
massed and determined attack began to turn the Union
right and forced them back. McClernand realizing he was
in trouble sent word to the other division commanders and
to Grant requesting help. Not anticipating this type of
action from the Confederates, Grant had left his
headquarters before daylight and traveled several miles
downstream to inspect the gunboats. The only instructions
left to his division commanders was to hold their positions
and not to bring on a general engagement. Instead, the
Confederate generals had brought the engagement to the
Union Army. During Grant’s absence, no one was there to
make a decision. This confusion helped the Confederates,
and the Union right continued to give way. Lew Wallace,
in the center, eventually decided that he would have to
help McClernand hold the right wing. C.F. Smith, on the
Union left, also sent one brigade to help. By midafternoon, McClernand’s Division had been pushed off the
battlefield and was trying to reform while Wallace’s
Division and the brigade from Smith’s Division had
crossed Indian Creek and moved into position to block the
Confederate attack. The roads were open to the
Confederates as escape routes to Nashville.
The Confederate attack seemed to stall. Intending to press
the attack or hold his position so that the rest of the

Confederate Army could escape, Buckner ordered
additional infantry regiments and artillery forward to
strengthen his position. In the meantime, Pillow sent a
telegram to Johnston, in Nashville, announcing, “…The
day is ours,” and sent orders directing Buckner and all
Confederate forces to withdraw inside the earthworks.
Not seeing the reason to simply give up all they won that
day, Buckner questioned the order. Pillow reiterated his
original order and Buckner reluctantly began to comply.
General Floyd arrived and questioned Buckner’s move
back inside the earthworks. Buckner expressed his
disagreement with Pillow’s order and Floyd went to confer
with Pillow. Ultimately, the Confederate command
decided to pull back inside the earthworks.
In the meantime Grant arrived on the battlefield where he
found confusion. Men were wandering around with empty
cartridge boxes while wagons of ammunition stood
nearby. Realizing that the Confederates in Fort Donelson
were trying to escape Grant began issuing orders to get the
regiments back into line and properly equipped with
ammunition. He ordered Wallace and McClernand to
retake the area lost during the morning attack. Believing
that for the Confederates to have hit him so hard in one
place they must have weakened their line somewhere else,
Grant rode off to order General Smith to attack the
Confederate right wing.
Attacking the works in front of his division, General Smith
moved his forces down the ridge and formed for battle at
the bottom of the Confederate-occupied hill. He gave his
men an inspiring talk, and led the advance up the hill.
There were very few Confederate forces at the top of the
hill to greet them and Smith’s Division easily captured the
right wing of the earthworks. The Confederates fell back
to the next ridge to regroup. Buckner’s Division arrived in
time to hold this ridge against the attacking Union
soldiers. The Union forces fell back and the lateness of the
hour prevented any further attacks. The long day ended
with the Confederates back inside the works on their left
and with the works on their right firmly held by the Union
army.
During the night of February 15, the Confederate
commanders met to decide their next move. There was no
improvement in cooperation between these generals. As
the long night wore on, surrender seemed to be the best
option. John B. Floyd declared that, due to personal
reasons, he would not be part of the surrender. He asked
General Buckner if Buckner would agree to take command
so that he could draw out his personal brigade before the
capitulation. Buckner replied that Floyd and his brigade
could leave, as long as they did so before General Grant
had time to reply to his communication. And so, General
Floyd turned over his command leaving Buckner to accept
the command and begin communication with Grant about
terms for surrender. Colonel Nathan Bedford Forrest, in
command of Confederate cavalry and had been providing

scouting reports to the generals, vowed to take the cavalry
out even if he saved only one man.

As the sun rose in the eastern sky on February 16, 1862,
white flags flew over the Confederate works.

HEADQUARTERS,
Dover, Tenn., February 16, 1862.
SIR: The distribution of the forces under
my command incident to an unexpected
change of commanders and the
overwhelming force under your command
compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant
success of the Confederate arms yesterday,
to accept the ungenerous and unchivalrous
terms which you propose.
I am, sir, your very obedient servant,
S. B. BUCKNER,
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army.
Brig. Gen. U.S. GRANT, U.S. A.
Grant/Buckner communiqués are from The OFFICIAL
RECORDS, SERIES I, VOLUME 7

Twin Rivers (tentative Brigade details)
Nov 11-14, 2010. Collierville, Tennessee (around 40
miles southeast of Memphis, Tennessee)
Scenario: Recreate Grant’s movement from Ft Henry to
Ft Donnellson. Recreate actions based on AAR.
Federal Forces:
Rambo expected to provide 2 battalions
Huckabee to provide one or two units that want to do
Federal (most will stay confederate)
NM unit
Maine artillery
Strong support from FB artillery
MR Battalion
WB, A of O
Support:
Wagons to transport late arrivals and water
Pyrotechnics (waiting on some funds to contract)
Force Employment:
Battalions tasked with objectives
Information flow via couriers (current situation, enemy
forces)
Move out then back to camp for rest and resupply then
back out
Battalion working for me!
Registration:
Oct 1st
List as FB then specific unit
Battalion registration?
Link from FFD site to Cleburnes
Terrain:
Camps on edge of field, centrally located to area of
operations. We set our own style
3-4 cut roads in and out
No modern encumbrances
Battle Schedule:
12 p.m., Thursday, November 11, 2010
MOVING BATTLES. Battles will begin noon
Thursday with unscripted move to contact battles for all
reenactors and will continue through the weekend with
Main Battles occurring both Saturday and Sunday at
designated times.
10 a.m. Saturday, November 13, 2010
BATTLE OF COLLIERVILLE, Main Battlefield.
2 p.m. Saturday, November 13, 2010
BATTLE OF FORT DONELSON, first phase,
Main Battlefield
2 p.m., Sunday, November 14, 2010
BATTLE OF FORT DONELSON, second phase,
Main Battlefield

1st US Member’s Historical
Vacation
By Parker Brown
During my July 4th vacation from work, my girlfriend
and I drove from Dallas to Fripp Island, South Carolina for a
family reunion. Along the way we stopped at several historical
locations, including Vicksburg and Charleston. We took time to
tour the Vicksburg Military Park as well as taking the ferry out into
Charleston Harbor to see Fort Sumter. While many photos were
taken at both locations, I thought I would choose a few choice
images to share with my fellow Civil War brethren.
The first image shown is from the Vicksburg National
Military Park’s visitor’s center. The National Park Service has done
a wonderful job of reconstructing a section of the seige line as part
of their living history program. Reenactors show the public the
basics of loading and firing rifled muskets and a 12-pounder
howitzer. The park itself follows most of the Federal line
surrounding the city of Vicksburg.
I was surprised to see how many of the original trenches
dug by Grant’s troops were still evident throughout the park’s
grounds. It gives the visitor a good understanding of how
entrenchments were becoming a necessary feature of warfare as
evidenced later at the siege of Petersburg and later in WWI.
Vicksburg also has one of the best-preserved original
ironclad ships from the period, the U.S.S. Cairo. Besides being in
excellent condition, the Cairo has the historical distinction of being
the first ship sunk by a naval mine. You can see the area of the hull
that was damaged in one of the pictures.
After my girlfriend and I had finished touring Vicksburg,
we continued on to Atlanta and eventually made it to the reunion at
Fripp Island, which is 45 miles south of Charleston. Being so
close, we couldn’t resist the opportunity to see the historic city.
Personally, I was amazed at how many Colonial and Antebellum
houses and buildings were intact in the city, especially given the
level of destruction during Sherman’s 1865 campaign in the
Carolinas.
The highlight of the Charleston visit was the ferry ride
out to Fort Sumter National Monument. The fort itself is a
shattered remnant of the original structure with only one level still
remaining of the original three. Inside the present structure is a
large black concrete bunker built during the Spanish American War.
Named "Battery Huger", the gun emplacement continued in
military service until just after WWII.
Being in Fort Sumter itself gives a visitor a real sense of
understanding for the desperate situation the Federal troops found
themselves in. The harbor of Charleston circles the fort on three
sides with complete enfilade fire coming over the open water from
the surrounding land. The site itself is well preserved and there are
even a few rounds still stuck in the brick masonry of the fort from
the extensive bombardment by later Federal gunboats.
At 1,200 yards the southeast of the fort is Morris Island,
the location of Battery Wagner which was famously assaulted by
the 54th Massachusetts Colored Regiment, as depicted in the 1989
movie, “Glory”. The physical location of Battery Wagner has since
receded into the waters of the harbor, but many people still boat
out to the island to take pictures.
On the whole, the trip was a lot of fun and a fantastic
opportunity to get to see the physical realities of some of the Civil
War’s most important locations. If any of you get the chance to do
the same, I highly recommend it.

Vicksburg Siege Line

USS Cairo

Fort
Sumter

Mark Your Calendars for the 2011
National Event.
Wilson's Creek August 12, 13, 14,
2011
More to follow as event information
becomes available.

Battery Wagner
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