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The Newsletter of the 1 United States Infantry, The Regulars
From the desk:
Gentlemen of the 1st,
We’re just a bit more than 2 weeks away from the Tyler
event, Raid on Camp Ford. While the ‘big’ event for this part of
the year, at least in my heart will be Prairie Grove, the Tyler
event should be a good opportunity to get in some decent fall
weather camping and campaigning. As everyone knows the
fickle Texas weather could as easily bring us 80 degree days as
not, but since the Old Farmer’s Almanac is predicting a cold
winter this year I’m hoping for an opportunity to do some chilly
weather camping. There’s something pleasant about laying
under a wool blanket (or two, or three…) while the air nips at
your nose. Then again I’m the sort of fellow who, when he
answered to no wife, used to leave his window open on nights
when the temperature was going to drop into the low 40’s and so
perhaps I’m not a sane judge of what’s pleasant. In any case,
Tyler is close by, and if fodder (gas) prices hold (or drop) at their
current level the cost will be less than it otherwise would have
been.
The current plan at Tyler will probably involve heavy tenting
again, and anyone who wants to wear their frock and Hardee this
time, feel free. So, uniform of the day(s) will be Frock or Sack,
Hardee, Slouch or Forage. No animal parts please except for the
Army approved black ostrich plume on the Hardee. Brass
should be polished, brogans and leathers oiled & blackened (not
polished you pelicans).
As far as foraging for meals Plan on fending for yourself (as usual) on Friday night, and being
fed breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, Lunch, most likely cold
and in the field both days, and a hot meal Saturday night. In
other words, the by now standard meal plan for our little
extravaganza’s.
I want to thank everyone who inquired as to my state, and I’m, as
they say ‘really feeling much better now’ and expect to be in the
field with you at Tyler.
Following Tyler we’ll have another opportunity to practice our
arts at the Dallas heritage Park on Veterans day (which for our
purposes is
November 8th) . I expect we’ll all be celebrating Father
Abraham’s re-election that week so we should all be in fine
spirits I’m sure. Assume this will be a one day event, with no
stay over either before or after, at least as of this missive. Lunch,
board agreeable, will be provided by the unit (if the board does
not agree you may speak to your representatives and roundly let
them know your feeling that you signed up
for the ‘free’ government handout plan and you expect to receive
it).

Finally event wise to wrap the year – Prairie Grove – need I say
any more?
No, I need not, but of course I will.
Perhaps the most outstanding battle fields we regularly engage
on, and my every other year favorite event. Old hands know the
weather can go either way. We’ve baked, we’ve frozen (see
Private Kreider’s socks….) and we’ve had entirely pleasant
weather. From the sneak attack of the kamikazi Guinea Fowl
who took out the grill of my Suburban, to the Battle of Parking
Lot A where we took the Minivans for the Union to more
authentic actions where we marched down the long road from the
bridge to the battle field, no matter what the conditions I think I
have enjoyed every Prairie Grove event I’ve done since I joined
the unit in ’96. I think I’ve only missed the one that the Lord in
his wisdom saw fit to cancel 2 years ago.
Also, shortly, you’ll be hearing more about the upcoming
Elections, which, as usual, will probably take place at the annual
muster in February. I would ask that dead people please avoid
registering and voting in this election.
Seriously though, we will need an election committee to
determine both voting eligibility and the eligibility of members
wishing to serve in various office for the unit.
More info on Tyler will be forthcoming shortly, till then
gentlemen (and ladies) I wish you all well.
God Bless the Union and preserve our nation.
Semper Primus!
I remain,
YMOS
Cpt A. Prendergast,
Co D, 1st US commanding

Raid on Camp Ford 2008 Schedule of Events
Friday - October 24, 2008
Time Activity
9:00 a.m. Registration opens.
12:00 a.m. Registration closed. No vehicles in camp
overnight except in
assigned parking.
Saturday - October 25, 2008
Time Activity
7:00 a.m. Reveille.
7:00 a.m. Registration opens.
7:00-9:00 a.m. Camps open for reenactor vehicles to
unload. All vehicles out
of camps by 9:00 a.m. & will not be permitted back in camp
until after Sunday's battle.
8:30 a.m. Officers call.
8:30-9:30 a.m. Register for the cooking contest in the
registration tent.
9:00 a.m. Military & Civilian camps are open to the public.
9:00 a.m. Class on bugle calls meet at sissy's place Mr.
Randy
McDonald Instructor.
10:30 a.m. Period concert by the Heritage Brass Band.
11:00 a.m. All artillery vehicles towing cannon will be off
the field until the
battle is completed. Cannon will be pre-hidden in woods.
11:30 a.m. Ladies Tea with a Guest Speaker at the Social
Tent. Bring
your own cup. Event participants and Historical Society
members only.
1:00 p.m. Period dance demonstration at the Social Tent.
Public
welcome.
1:00 p.m. Weapons inspections completed.
Troops form on command prior to battle.
1:30 p.m. Camps closed to the public.
2:00 p.m. Battle reenactment begins - "The Raid on
Camp Ford"
3:00 p.m. Battle ends / Camps open to the public.
3:15 p.m. Period concert by the Heritage Brass Band.
3:30 p.m. Reenactor Yard Sale (used period equipment &
clothing) at
the Social Tent.
4:00 p.m. All camps closed to the public.
5:00-6:30 p.m. Drawing for reenactors prizes, awards for
cooking contest,
style show , dinner and dance
6:30 p.m. Sissy's Place, open for relaxation and conversation
Sunday - October 26, 2008
Time Activity
7:00 a.m. Reveille.
8:30 a.m. Officers call.
9:00 a.m. Free time for troops.
9:00 a.m. Class on bugle calls meet at sissy's place Mr.
Randy
McDonald Instructor.
10:00 a.m. Military & Civilian camps open to the public.
10:00 a.m. Non-denominational church service at the
Social Tent. Public
welcome.

12:30 p.m. Drawing for artist John Paul Strain prints.
Winner need not be
present to win.
1:00 p.m. Weapons inspections completed.
Troops form on command prior to battle.
1:30 p.m. Camps closed to the public.
2:00 p.m. Battle reenactment begins - "The Raid on
Camp Ford"
3:00 p.m. Battle ends.
Camps open to reenactors' vehicles ONLY

http://www.raidoncampford.org/
http://www.raidoncampford.org/directions.html
Directions
From Dallas: Travel east on I-20, then turn south on Hwy 110 for 2 miles, look for
signs on the right.

1st U.S. Calendar
2008
October
25th and 26th Raid on Camp Ford, Tyler Texas

November
8th Veterans Day, Dallas Heritage Village (OCP)
Living History, Recruiting & Battle

December
6th and 7th Battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas.
Battalion Event
Note: Bold are scheduled maximum effort events.
Italicized dates are available events or recruiting
activities.**See website for full event calendar**

Election Information
Members of the 1st U.S.:
Once again the time approaches for election of
commissioned and non-commissioned officers for
the next two years. In February, at muster, we will
hold our elections. Now is the time to consider if
you wish to stand for election.
If you are not interested in running for election
please consider serving on the election committee as
these positions need to be filled soon. These
members will be responsible for running the
elections and helping to resolve issues regarding
eligibility for the various positions.
Officers and NCOs of Company D, 93d New
York Infantry

Attached to this publication I will post the
requirements for each position. The requirements are
posted in the handbook if you wish to check ahead of
time. They consist of experience and participation.
Give it some thought. The unit needs your
participation.
Thanks,
J. Kevin Doughtie
1st Lieutenant Company A

First US Infantry Combat Actions in
Texas, 1849 – 1861
From The Old Army in Texas, by Thomas T. Smith, Texas
State Historical Association, 2000

July 12, 1849: Lt. Thomas D. Johns and a
detachment of the First Infantry from Laredo
pursued Comanche raiders who attacked a
forage party twenty miles above Laredo. The
Indians escaped into Mexico with stolen mules.
February 23, 1850: Lt. Egbert L. Vielé and a
detachment of the First Infantry from Ft.
McIntosh pursued Indians who had committed
murder near Laredo. The Indians escaped in the
brush after a three day chase.
February 24, 1850: Lt. Walter W. Hudson and
mounted Company G, First Infantry, from Ft.
McIntosh pursued and attacked Tonkawa who
had raided the post stables. One Mexican boy
captive was recovered, but the Indians escaped
in the darkness. One Indian was wounded.
February 25, 1850: Lt. Walter W. Hudson and
Company G, First Infantry, from Ft. McIntosh
attacked the camp of Tonkawa who had
committed a murder near the post. The Indians
escaped on foot after abandoning horses and
equipment.
April 6, 1850: Lt. Walter W. Hudson and a
detachment of Company G, First Infantry, from
Ft. McIntosh attacked a camp of Indians on the
Nueces River who had stolen horses at Laredo.
Thirty horses were recovered but the Indians
escaped.
April 7, 1850: Lt. Walter W. Hudson and a
detachment of Company G, First Infantry, from
Ft. McIntosh pursued the Indians from the action
of April 6. One soldier was killed in action, one
officer (Lt. Hudson) died of his wounds, four
soldiers and four Indians were wounded in
action. Three horses were recovered.
May 10, 1850: A sergeant and a detachment of
Company G, First Infantry, from Ft. McIntosh
pursued Indians who had raided Laredo. The
Indians escaped.
May 12, 1850: Lt. Samuel B. Holabird and
Company G, First Infantry, from Ft. McIntosh
were on a scout when they were attacked while
in camp near the Nueces River. The Indians
escaped after a forty mile pursuit.

June 12, 1850: Lt. Charles N. Underwood with
Company E, Eighth Infantry, and a detachment
of Companies H and K, First Infantry, from Ft.
Merrill were escorting the mail to Laredo when
Indians attacked. Two soldiers were killed in
action, one officer (Lt. Underwood) and five
soldiers were wounded. One Indian was killed
and four Indians were wounded.
June 23-August 27, 1850: Captain William J.
Hardee campaigns out of Fort Inge on the
Nueces River-Rio Grande area with ten
companies of Second Dragoons and the First
Infantry and two companies of Texas Mounted
Volunteers.
October 11, 1954: Company F, First Infantry,
had a skirmish with Indians on Live Oak Creek
(near the Pecos River).
July 24, 1857: Sergeant Ernest Schroeder and a
thirteen-man detachment of Eighth and First
Infantry were on a mail escort from Fort
Lancaster to Fort Davis when they were attacked
by Indians. Sergeant Schroeder and five Indians
were killed in action.
July 24, 1857: Lt. Edward L. Hartz with a
detachment of Companies C, D, F, and H,
Eighth Infantry, from Ft. Davis, and a
detachment of Companies H and K, First
Infantry, from Ft. Lancaster disguised
themselves as a provision train between the
posts. When Mescalero Apache attacked fortyfive miles from Ft. Lancaster, the infantry who
were concealed in the wagons killed three
Apache and wounded three more.
May 7, 1860: Sergeant Thomas G. Dennin and a
detachment of Company K, First Infantry, were
attacked by Indians while escorting a
government train near Howard’s Springs. The
Indians stole one horse, four mules, and four
oxen. One citizen teamster was wounded and
two Indians were killed.

Honey Springs, The Lieutenant’s Folly.
On Friday afternoon, I arrived with quartermaster private
Gates to find Corporal Martin, Sergeant Rudy and Bugler
Rudy setting up camp on the bit of rolling ground we were
allotted for our company street. The evening progressed
as usual with diner in town and awaiting the arrival of the
rest of the company. A fire, some song and good
company rounded out the evening and sometime before
the witching hour we were all tucked in for the night.
Reveille sounded and out we crawled for roll call.
Breakfast was grits and ham and as the KP got under way
Lt. Plunk took our fresh fish, as well as the rest of the
battalion catch out for drill. This was followed by
company drill for the men and some free time before we
formed for battalion drill and the afternoon battle.
As fifth company was finishing company drill, I was
called away to officer’s call leaving sergeant Rudy to
complete what had been a very sharp drill. These new
recruits learned very fast and only a few repetitions where
necessary to set the instructions.
Late morning, found the troops getting ready to march out
for battalion drill and Battle. Mrs. Private Thomas had
field rations ready for the boys and the lads loaded up their
haversacks for
the afternoon. The battalion formed and off we went.
Battalion drill went as well as morning company drill
which left us time for a leisurely lunch under the trees.
After lunch we reformed the battalion and marched over a
rise at far end of the field which shielded us from the view
of the Confederates on the Battlefield. As the battle
opened we formed a column of companies and marched to
the guns, then forward into the battalion line at the crest of
the hill. What a sight we must have been. Then
it was forward, and we pushed them across the field.
Halfway across the field, the wings were split and the right
wing moved off to drive the enemy out of the depot, as we
continued to push the rest across the field, the bridge and
into the woods.
The woods started out well as we went into street fighting
and pushed them down the narrow wooded lane. However
the lane had many small dead ends along its length and
they dropped of into each one in an attempt to flank us as
we passed. We became stalled when the road forked, and
we had Johnnies down each road. There we stood 2
companies back to back and as the battle came to an end
the company behind us broke leaving us hanging out. Had
the battle continued, we would have met a sad fate.

The survivors made their way back to camp, cleaned their
muskets and got ready for supper. Chicken and dumplings
filled every belly around that fire and Mrs. Private Thomas
ensured none went wanting. After supper and KP, music,
libation and a few cigars was the order of the evening.
Sunday morning dawned before they roused the men, the
roll was taken and the men wandered over to the fire for
coffee and a peak at breakfast. Our Laundress had
exchanged her wash pots for cook pots and made the lads
Red Flannel Hash for breakfast. As each man was served,
the camp became quieter and quieter, only the sound of
munching soldiers and pouring coffee was heard. Even
Lt. Plunk of the 77th got a good sample. Church call,
officers call and dress inspection filled out the morning.
After inspection a field lunch as served and the boys
relaxed knowing full well the battle was coming. We
formed the battalion with three (3) large companies, the
first company being made
up of the 1st U.S. and the 77th Pennsylvania, Lt. Pluck was
kind enough to let me command. We marched out unto
the field and where slammed on the right flank by the
Rebs which sought to cut off our retreat back across the
bridge. They began to stack up on our right side and we
began to shift to the right to compensate. After some
maneuvering, first company moved to protect the right
approach to the bridge, with the 10th and 1st Kansas to our
left. A company of Johnnies move to flank us to the right
first company refused the right and we held the line. The
battle ended at this point.
Corporal Martin asked me to comment on my first full
weekend in command. It was great, but you guys are what
make it great. Your attention and hard work made us look
good on the field, both the veterans and the recruits. I
couldn’t ask for a better group to work with. Thank you
one and all.

J. Kevin Doughtie
1st Lieutenant Company A

Camp Ford was a prisoner of war camp
near Tyler, Texas, during the American Civil
War. It was the largest Confederate-run prison
west of the Mississippi River.
Established in the spring of 1862 as a training
camp for new Confederate recruits, the camp
was named for Col. John Salmon Ford, a Texas
Ranger and the Superintendent of Conscripts for
the State of Texas. The first handful of Union
prisoners did not arrive until August 1863. The
captives were initially held in the open, but a
panic ensued in November 1863 when 800 new
prisoners threatened a mass breakout. A military
stockade enclosing four acres was soon erected.
With over 2,000 new prisoners taken in
Louisiana on April 8 and 9, 1864, at the battles
of Mansfield, and Pleasant Hill, the stockade
was quadrupled in size. With more prisoners
captured in Arkansas, the prison's population
peaked at about 5,000 in July 1864. The
population was reduced by exchanges in July
and October 1864, and again in February 1865.
The last 1,761 prisoners were exchanged on May
22, 1865.
During the course of the war, the total number of
prisoners who passed through the camp was
slightly more than 5,500. About 327 prisoners
died in captivity, giving the camp a mortality
rate of 5.9%, one of the lowest of any Civil War
prison. The deceased prisoners were reinterred to
the Pineville, Louisiana, National Cemetery in
1867.

"Camp Ford, Texas"
G.W. Simmons
Harper's Weekly, March 4, 1865

Department of Texas 1861
Fort Lancaster Co. K
Fort Chadbourne Co. G
Camp Cooper Co. H (Originally
located at Ft. Stockton, H Company had
orders
to proceed to Camp Cooper as soon as they
were
relieved by a company of the 8th Infantry
from
Ringgold Barracks. By Feb 1st, Co H. was at
Camp Cooper.
San Antonio Barracks Co. I
Camp Verde Co. A
Camp Verde – Established in 1856 on the
Northern bank of Verde Creek near Bandera
Pass, about 65 miles from San Antonio. It
was
nicknamed “Little Egypt” as a result of being
the
headquarters of the Camel Corps. The post
consisted of 2 sets of officers quarters, a
barracks for 1 company, a band practice
building, blacksmith shop and stables for
cavalry
horses. The post return for January of 1861
showed the post to be under command of
Carlos
A. Waite, Colonel, commanding the 1st US
Infantry. The camp’s regular garrison
consisted
of Company A, 1st Infantry. Company A was
commanded by Captain James N. Caldwell.
This company consisted of two officers and
60
enlisted men. The headquarters staff of the
First
Infantry and a regimental band consisting of
1
officer and 15 enlisted men were also
located at
Camp Verde.
Taken from “The Exodus of Federal Forces from
Texas, 1861” by J.J. Bowden

.

“Now that is a nice frying pan.”
Corporal Beck R. Martin at Colonial Williamsburg,
Summer 2008
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